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SONHUI “Sunny” Robilotta joined the Excep-
tional Children’s Foundation (ECF) in
December 2004 as the agency’s Controller

and in 2007 was promoted to the Vice Presi-
dent of Finance. As the largest nonprofit orga-
nization in California that offers a continuum
of services for children and adults with devel-
opmental, learning and emotional disabilities,
Robilotta is responsible for a $24 million oper-
ating budget that supports 15 service sites
throughout Los Angeles County, and all the
management oversight connected with the
agency’s accounting department. 

Highlights of her work at ECF include: devel-
oping and implementing accounting policies and
processes, as well as internal control systems;
monitoring $13 million in investment accounts;
working with program directors and managers to
educate and inform them about their specific
budget issues and concerns; assisting the CEO to
develop effective strategies to address significant

State funding cuts that have impacted the agency
over the past three years; and regular reporting
the Board on all budget, audit, investment, and
contract compliance activities.

When Robilotta was hired seven years ago,
ECF's operating budget approximated $12 mil-
lion. Over the past seven years, the organiza-
tion's revenue streams have diversified and
doubled to $24 million. Currently, under her
financial leadership, ECF operates with rev-
enue streams from the State Department of
Developmental Services, multiple school dis-
tricts in LA County, Medi-Cal, product and ser-
vice contracts, HUD, County Department of
Mental Health and private philanthropy. In
times of growth, Robilotta has devoted the
time and effort needed to expand the account-
ing systems and infrastructure of ECF to
accommodate the growth of these revenue
streams, punctuated by a merger in 2008 that
doubled the size of the organization. 

IN August 2009, Miguel Santana was appoint-
ed by Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and con-
firmed by the City Council as the City

Administrative Officer (CAO) for the City of
Los Angeles. Santana is one of the few city offi-
cers who reports directly to the Mayor and the
City Council. As the CAO, his office has direct
oversight over the City’s $6.75 billion budget,
labor negotiations, risk management, debt
management and other major policy issues as
directed by the Mayor and/or City Council. 

As the City of Los Angeles’ chief adminis-
trative officer, Santana works with the Mayor
and City Council to develop and manage a
City operating budget that totals over $6.904
billion. Santana’s exemplary work managing
the City through the recent unprecedented
financial challenges has been exemplary. He
has led the City’s efforts to close an $800 mil-

lion budget gap during his 2-year tenor by
instituting a number of successful reorganiza-
tion initiatives. Despite significant budget
pressures, under Santana’s stewardship, the
City has been able to preserve its AA-rating
with the credit rating agencies and continue
to borrow money from banks and Wall Street
investors at extremely low rates. For example,
in July 2011, the City secured over $1.2 billion
of borrowings at .26%, the lowest borrowing
rate of any city in California. 

Miguel has also been instrumental to the
development of a new multi-purpose Event
Center (at the existing West Hall Site of the LA
Convention Center) that will continue to revi-
talize economic growth in downtown Los
Angeles and provide the City with new facilities
without putting City dollars and taxpayers at
risk while returning an NFL team to the City.
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